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If I had my way, I’d remove January from the calendar
altogether and have an extra July instead.

Roald Dahl
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Many thanks, as usual, to Jax Lawson for her title and photo for the front cover.
We wish her all the best for her upcoming operation.
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CHURCHWARDENS

Rob Holgate cwstlaurence@gmail.com 0738758 2100

St. Laurence Church Cleaning

Enjoy lively conversation and a great work out in a beautiful village

location .

Church cleaning 1 morning a month for an hour .

Contact: Judy Pavia 01428707265

From the Churchwarden 
 
Who Is on the PCC - and What Do They Actually Do? 
 
Over recent months, several people have said things like “I’m not sure who’s on the 
PCC these days” or “What does the PCC actually do?” If you’ve wondered the same, 
you’re not alone. 
 
So, this article is simply to lift the lid a little - to explain what the Parochial Church 
Council is responsible for, especially while we have no vicar, and to introduce the 
people who quietly keep St Laurence running.  It’s also a chance to thank the many 
former PCC members whose years of service have shaped the parish we enjoy 
today. 
 
Why the PCC matters even more during the vacancy 

In normal times, the PCC shares responsibility for the running and oversight of the 
parish with the vicar. But during a vacancy, that responsibility shifts almost entirely 
onto the PCC and the churchwardens.  They are the ones ensuring continuity, 
stability and good decision-making while we either wait for the appointment of a 
new vicar or decide to carry on as we are. 
 
What the PCC is responsible for 

Although St Laurence is not a registered charity, the PCC is legally recognised as a 
charitable body, and its members are treated as charity trustees. In practice, that 
means the PCC is responsible for: 

• Safeguarding - ensuring St Laurence is a safe place for everyone and 
meeting all diocesan requirements. 

• Finance & Stewardship - managing budgets, monitoring income and 
expenditure, and keeping St Laurence financially stable during the 
vacancy. 

• Buildings & Churchyard - caring for our beautiful Grade I listed church, 
overseeing repairs, and maintaining the churchyard. 

• Worship & Mission - supporting visiting clergy, organising services, and 
sustaining the mission and outreach of the parish. 

• Legal & Governance Duties - fulfilling the responsibilities required of a 
PCC under church and charity law. 

• Supporting Parish Life - everything from the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM) to fundraising, pastoral support and the everyday 
running of the church. 

It’s a long list - and none of it pauses just because we don’t currently have a vicar. 
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Who is on the PCC? 

We are deeply grateful to the members of the current PCC, all volunteers, who give 
their time, judgement and goodwill to keep St Laurence functioning smoothly: 
 
Rob Holgate (Churchwarden & Chair), Neil Harding (Hon Treasurer), Mark 
Hammond (Hon Secretary), Andy Kinnear (Buildings), Sally Stainton 
(Safeguarding), Russell Lawrence (Churchyard), Rebecca Lawrence (Events), Tony 
Macaulay (Every kind of Practical Support), and Phil Osborne (newly joined).   
The PCC is supported by Sarah Matthews as Administrator.  
 
Although these are the roles people “slot into”, the truth is that everyone does far 
more than their role suggests.  The PCC works as a team, stepping in wherever 
needed, sharing the load, and keeping the parish running with good humour and a 
great deal of unseen effort. 
 
Supported by over 100 volunteers 

The PCC could not function without the extraordinary team of over 100 helpers 
who give their time and energy to the life of St Laurence. They look after: 

• cleaning and polishing 
• flowers and decorations 
• music and the choir 
• sidesmen and welcoming 
• bellringing 
• brass cleaning 
• daily inspection of the church  
• coffee and refreshments 
• fundraising and events 
• churchyard gardening and maintenance 
• seasonal preparations (Easter, Harvest, Christmas) 
• and countless other small but vital tasks. 

 
Much of this work is done quietly, faithfully and without fuss - but it is the heartbeat 
of parish life. 
 
And a word of thanks to those who served before 

St Laurence stands where it stands today because of the dedication of many people 
over many years. Countless former PCC members have given their time, wisdom, 
and energy to the parish - often quietly, often without recognition, and always with 
the good of the church at heart. 

We are profoundly grateful for their service.  The stability we enjoy now, even 
during a vacancy, rests on the foundations they laid. 
 
A final word 

If you’ve ever wondered how the church keeps going without a vicar - how services 
continue, how the building is cared for, how the finances stay on track, how the 
community is supported - the answer is simple: because the PCC is working 
faithfully behind the scenes, supported by a remarkable network of volunteers, and 
building on the work of those who came before. 
 
To every current and former member of the PCC, and to every volunteer who helps 
in any way: thank you.  Your service is valued, appreciated, and vital to the life of St 
Laurence. 
 
Rob  
Churchwarden, St Laurence  
 

Church Services for July 2026 

 

 
5 July  

5th Sunday 
after Trinity 

 
10.00 am 

 
  

 
Lurgashall 

 
  

 
Holy Communion 

Canon Nigel Nicholson 
  

 
12 July 

6th Sunday 
after Trinity 

 
10.00 am 

 
 

10.30 am  

 
Lurgashall 

 
 

Ebernoe  

 
Holy Communion  
Rev Richard Lloyd 

 
Morning Service  

 
19 July 

7th Sunday 
after Trinity   

 
10.00 am 

 
 

10.30 am  

 
Lurgashall 

 
 

Northchapel  

 
Holy Communion 
Rev Jack Mulder 

 
Holy Communion  

 
26 July 

8th Sunday 
after Trinity  

 
 
 

6.00 pm 

 
Lurgashall 

 
Ebernoe 

 
No Service 

 
Songs of Praise 
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Here for our community
Lurgashall Village Hall and its equipment are available for hire, with special
discounted rates for residents of the parish.

The hall is great for children’s parties, exercise and dance classes, family
gatherings, meetings, film shows – in fact, almost anything you can think of!

Equipment forhire includes tables, chairs, crockery, cutlery, glasswareand the
ever-popular large urn!

Our rates are very reasonable indeed. To find out more, please go to
www.lurgashallvillagehall.org or contact the Booking Secretary
on lvhmc.bookings@gmail.com

 
!"#$%&'()*+,- Join the Lurgashall Village Hall 50:50 Club! !"#$%&'()*+,- 

 

Support your village hall while having a chance to win a monthly 
cash prize! 

 

Each month, half the subscription pot goes to two lucky winners, and half 
helps maintain and improve the hall. 
 

!"# Why join? 
• Monthly cash prizes (totalling around £100) 
• Bumper Christmas draw (£200 last year) 
• Help keep our village hall thriving 

 

Subscriptions: You can subscribe for as little as £1 a month and 
contribute as much as you like to a maximum of £20 a month. 
 

$%&'() To join or learn more: 
Contact Steve Corr (07778 357272) or Cathy Nicholes 
(catherine.nicholes@hotmail.co.uk) 
 

*+,- Thank you to everyone already supporting us!  
 

Please Note: If you already subscribe and feel able to increase your 
existing subscription (to max. £20 a month), we would be very grateful. 

April prizewinners: 

 1st  Sally Stainton 
 2nd  Joyce Wilding  
 
 

Joyce Wilding
Rita Wood

MayI am afraid I do not have the details of June's winners

http://www.lurgashallvillagehall.org
mailto:lvhmc.bookings@gmail.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday 14th July, 7pm

The Annual General Meeting of
Lurgashall Village Hall will take
place at the Village Hall on
Tuesday 14th July at 7pm.

Themeeting is open to everyone.

LURGASHALL OIL GROUP
Well the good news is that I've managed to get
a price this month requiring a slightly less sharp
intake of breath - 77.20 ppl +VAT for standard
kerosene, 79.20 ppl +VAT including additive.
Northover Energy will be making the
delivery this month.
The next order will be in August before monthly orders recommence in
October. Please contact me if you would like to join the group

Colin Robertson lurgashall.oil@gmail.com

VILLAGE BUFFET LUNCH
The next village lunchwill be on the 13th July. Just put your nameon the list
in the Shop. This closes on the Thursday before the lunch.
For the buffet lunch do bring a friend for free.

 
!"#$%&'()*+,- Join the Lurgashall Village Hall 50:50 Club! !"#$%&'()*+,- 

 

Support your village hall while having a chance to win a monthly 
cash prize! 
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contribute as much as you like to a maximum of £20 a month. 
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Contact Steve Corr (07778 357272) or Cathy Nicholes 
(catherine.nicholes@hotmail.co.uk) 
 

*+,- Thank you to everyone already supporting us!  
 

Please Note: If you already subscribe and feel able to increase your 
existing subscription (to max. £20 a month), we would be very grateful. 

April prizewinners: 
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mailto:lurgashall.oil@gmail.com
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LURGASHALL PARISH COUNCIL

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE
HELD ON THURSDAY 9TH JULY 2026
AT 7.30PM AT THE VILLAGE HALL

All members of the public are welcome to attend and as usual there will
be time set aside for anyone to raise any concerns they may have in the
parish.
REPORTING ISSUES
Please contact OPERATION CRACKDOWN for anti-social driving (i.e., speeding,
careless and aggressive driving and driving whilst on amobile phone) Either via
the website www.operationcrackdown.org or 01243 642222. Abandoned cars
are now reported to Chichester District Council.

To report all non-emergency POLICE matters, call 101 or
visit www.sussex.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/

Want to report a pothole or flooding? www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-
travel/make-an-enquiry-or-report-a-problem-with-a-road-or-pavement/

Toreportaproblemwitharightofwaydirectly theneither reportonlinehttps://
www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/public-paths-and-the-
countryside/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem-with-a-right-of-way/ or
email prow@westsussex.gov.uk or phone 01243 777620 or inform the Parish
Council

Keep up to date with local road closures: www.one.network/uk/westsussex

BONFIRES Please be mindful of others when having bonfires. Guidelines and
how to report them if they are a nuisance, can be found on Chichester District
Council’s website
www.chichester.gov.uk/reportbonfireproblem

POWER CUTS
Call 105 to report or download the Power Track app.
Doyou, or someoneyouknow,needextrahelp if there’s apower cut? Join SSE’s
free Priority Services Register today
Phone 0800 294 3259 or online www.ssen.co.uk/psr

http://www.sussex.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/
http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/make-an-enquiry-or-report-a-problem-with-a-road-or-pavement/
http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/make-an-enquiry-or-report-a-problem-with-a-road-or-pavement/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/public-paths-and-the-countryside/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem-with-a-right-of-way/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/public-paths-and-the-countryside/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem-with-a-right-of-way/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/public-paths-and-the-countryside/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem-with-a-right-of-way/
mailto:prow@westsussex.gov.uk
http://www.chichester.gov.uk/reportbonfireproblem
http://www.ssen.co.uk/psr
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WSCC RECYCLING CENTRES: BOOK TO RECYCLE
To book to visit a Recycling Centre in West Sussex. Phone 01243 642106 or
www.westsussex.gov.uk/BookToRecycle

DITCHES: Pleaseberemindedthat landownersare responsible formaintaining
ditches and any watercourse on their land.

HEDGE CUTTING: As we move into the summer months, we kindly remind
residents of their responsibility to keep hedges, trees, and other vegetation
bordering roads and footpaths trimmed back. Overgrown growth can reduce
visibility for drivers, make it difficult for pedestrians to pass safely, and be
simply dangerous.

Landowners are responsible for ensuring that vegetation does not encroach
onto the highway. Light trimming can be carried out during the bird-nesting
season (1March–31August)provided you check carefully for active nests and
avoid disturbing any wildlife.

Please take a moment to check the boundaries of your property and arrange
any necessary maintenance. Keeping our lanes and footpaths clear helps
everyone move around the parish safely and comfortably.

Thank you for your help in looking after our shared spaces.

Mrs Helen Cruikshank
Clerk to Lurgashall Parish Council
Email: clerk@lurgashall-pc.gov.uk
Tel: 01798 860788
https://lurgashall-pc.gov.uk/

CHAIRMAN

Mrs A Martin-Jenkins

VICE-CHAIRMAN
Dr A H J Tate

COUNCILLORS
Mrs B Burkhart
Mr N P Jowett
Mrs J Landstrom
Mr A Lougha
Mr T Macaulay
Mr A Stainton
Mr P Wilding

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Mrs Brett Burkhart
07876 594168
bburkhart@chichester.gov.uK

Mrs Eleanora Newbery
01428 656941
enewbery@chichester.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Mrs Janet Duncton
01798 344914
janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk

http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/BookToRecycle
mailto:clerk@lurgashall-pc.gov.uk%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://lurgashall-pc.gov.uk/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Weathering the storm! 
Despite the truly dreadful weather, the Fete Committee is delighted 
to report that early indications show this year’s Fete gross income, 
including sponsorship, are expected to exceed £19,000. While this 
is below last year’s rain-affected total of £21,854, it remains a 
remarkable achievement and a testament to the strength and spirit of 
the village. 

Huge thanks to all our supporters 
Our sincere thanks go to everyone who gave their time, energy, 
good humour and talents to make the day possible in such 
challenging conditions. We are also very grateful to our sponsors — 
Turner Legg Consulting, Knight Frank, Managed By and NFU 
Mutual — for their generous support. 

Distributions to follow 
Expenses from stallholders are still being received, so we will share 
a further update in time for the Distributions Meeting in September 
on how much will be available for the six village institutions who 
benefit automatically, as well as any special projects. Although for 
obvious reasons we do not expect to match last year’s £12,500 total 
we are pleased to confirm that we are in a strong position. 

Neil Harding 
Chairman, Lurgashall Fete Committee  
lurgashallfete@gmail.com 
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P A C T NEWS

Petworth Area Churches Together

working together in harmony

Sir Alex Beard CBE, Chief Executive of the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden

will be our speaker at the opening of Petworth Festival event in St. Mary’s

Church, Petworth. It will start at 6.30 with a choir and music by Matthew Cooke.

All are welcome. Refreshments are served after the Service. Sir Alex is widely

acknowledged as one of Britain’s leading lights in the artistic world.

The Kids Club Summer Holiday Bible Club will be held from Monday July 27th to

Friday 31st for all Primary School age children. The theme will be The Mystery

Gang, based on the Scooby Doo stories. For more information contact: Annie

Sneller 07790 107377 or The Sylvia Beaufoy Centre at

Enquiries@sylviabeaufoy.org

Further details from Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com

https://petworthareachurchestogether.com

www.petworthareachurchestogether.com 

With an address by  

 
 
 
 

Sir Alex Beard 
 

The 2026 Petworth Festival opens with the annual service in 
celebration of the arts and creativity. Our speaker will be Sir 
Alex Beard CBE, who is chief executive of the Royal Opera 
House, London, an appointment he has held since 2013. 
Previously, he spent nineteen years with the Tate where he was 
responsible for the business plan for the creation of Tate 
Modern, and before that worked for the Arts Council 
England for seven years. 

The service will be led by Canon Martin Poll, with choir and 
music directed by Matthew Cooke. 

 

All welcome  
Thursday 16th July 2026 at 6.30pm at 

 St Mary’s Church, Petworth 
for approximately one hour. Refreshments are 

served after the service. 

Petworth Festival Service, 2026 

mailto:Enquiries@sylviabeaufoy.org
mailto:Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com
https://petworthareachurchestogether.com/
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Lurgashall Archive  
Archive is open at the Village Hall on 
Wed 15th & Wed 29th July, 2.30-4.30pm 
archive@lurgashallvillagehall.org 
 

Baptisms and the font at St Laurence Church – what we 
learn about village society over the ages 

 
At a wedding in the church 
last month there was a spec-
tacular arrangement of flow-
ers sitting on top of the font 
which is located just inside 
the main door into the 
church. 
 
Two weeks later, a baptism 
was held at the font in the 
church – the only one so far 
this year.   
 
These events got the Archive thinking:  what is the history of our church font, 
who has been baptised there over the centuries, and what, if anything, do 
those baptisms tell us about how our village society has changed? 
 
There was a font in the church probably from Medieval times, but during the 
‘Interregnum’ of Oliver Cromwell from 1649 to 1658, many places of worship 
were stripped of their artifacts.   
 

In about 1653 the old font, 
‘made from a rude block of 
stone’, was smashed, but some 
of its pieces are still in the 
church to this day – look out 
for them in the south porch as 
you enter the church. 
 
(Acknowledgement: R. Stedall) 

 

Our heritage 
matters 

Parish records show that baptisms in the church did continue during the In-
terregnum, but it wasn’t until 1661, after the Restoration of Charles II, that a 
new font was provided.    
Its unusual shape is 
carved from petri-
fied winkle-stone, 
known locally as 
Sussex or Petworth 
marble, quarried at 
nearby Kirdford.  
 
The new font was 
first used in March 
1662 when a Mary 
Stone, daughter of 
William and Eliza-
beth, was baptised.   
 
In 1776, the year of American Independence, there were 12 baptisms at the 
church.  Some of the family names are recognisable even today – Cheanler 
(or Chandler), Stevens, Randel, Varndel, Sumafeald, Chalcroft, Luffe, Lickfold, 
Tribe, Terrey and Chalwin. 
 
By 1826, the occupation of the baptised child’s father was being recorded in 
the baptism register, and this tells us a lot about the social make-up of the 
village at the time.  Thirty children were baptised that year – among the fa-
thers there were 21 labourers, three bricklayers, two blacksmiths, one miller, 
one corn chandler and one farmer.   
 
Move on almost a century, to 1921, and there were 11 baptisms in the 
church, with family names such as Lillywhite, Shotter, Dummer, Potter, 
Lander, Luff and Coombes.   The fathers’ occupations were still those of a 
very rural, agriculturally-based and quite poor community – mostly farm cart-
ers, stockmen and labourers, a gardener and two farmers. 
 
Fifty or so years later, in 1976 and after the mechanisation of farming and 
the sale by the big estates of farm labourer housing in the parish, the demo-
graphic make-up of the parish had radically changed.  Six children were bap-
tised that year and their fathers’ occupations included two company direc-
tors, a manager, a banker, a management consultant and… one farmer. 
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Lurgashall Archive  
Archive is open at the Village Hall on 
Wed 15th & Wed 29th July, 2.30-4.30pm 
archive@lurgashallvillagehall.org 
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(Acknowledgement: R. Stedall) 

 

Our heritage 
matters 
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A POSITIVE MUSING FROM THE AULD FOOL………..

This morning at 5.20am my security team – Labradors Tess and Molly
alerted me to an intruder in the garden – a young fox was demolishing the
feeders on the bird table and the dogs did not think that this was right……

So we went out – dogs in their well designed hairy coats and the Auld Fool
in his shortie pyjamas – (whatever happened to the long stripey ones and
that thick dressing gown which for years hung behind the bedroom door ?)

– NOTE TO SELF - discuss with the Badger AKA Mrs C regarding my sartorial
elegance versus cold nether regions….

Back to this morning – at 5.21am a Robin started the Dawn Chorus from an
old Hawthorn tree in the hedge at the edge of the Green, almost
immediately joined by birds every few yards along the hedge, I could pick
out the blackbirds, and a wren from the pair that nest in my shed, but
within minutes everyone was having a go – even a tawny owl in the wood.

If you have never heard this feathery ‘Ode to Joy’ then do yourself a favour
– set the alarm for 5am and dress for the prevailing weather – a cup of
coffee is a good idea –
shortie pyjamas are not
….. the Auld Fool sat on
the old garden chair by the
wood pile until the chorus
started to subside and his
bones creaked as he
moved – however he and
his security team returned
to the house feeling that
there was just a bit of light
to be found even when the
world is going through
these horrible dark
times……..
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Chichester District Council

Council updates direct to your phone!

Finding out information about local council services – including
receiving recycling and waste collection day reminders – has never
been easier, thanks to our free Chichester District Council app, which is
available from the Apple Store and Google Play Store.

As long as you switch your notifications on, we will be able to let you
know if our recycling and waste crews are running late, and if we have
any planned changes to collections. You can also find out about other
council services, and keep up to date with all of the latest council news
and information. You can find out more at: www.chichester.gov.uk/
chichesterdcapp

‘Step by Step Guide’ to downloading the Chichester District Council app:

1 Head to the Apple Store or Google Play Store on your smartphone
device.

2 Type in ‘Chichester District Council’ into the search bar. Our free app
will pop up in the results.

3 Click to download it onto your mobile device. You can now exit the
app store. The app should now show up amongst the icons on your
home screen.

4 Open the app, type in your postcode and select your address from a
drop-down list. You will also be prompted to enter your contact details,
so you can receive important updates when reporting incidents to us.

5 Don’t forget to click ‘allow notifications’ in the notifications tab to
ensure you don’t miss out on important reminders and
announcements.

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/chichesterdcapp
http://www.chichester.gov.uk/chichesterdcapp
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Shop local and support 
your community shop 

 
 

 
 

 

We are delighted to welcome Gaynor Oakes 
who joined the shop staff in May and has 
settled in quickly working alongside Jo to 
undertake post office training.  Gaynor has 
already proved a great asset to the shop 
with valuable experience to offer from her 
twelve years in retail at Cook and Sky Park 
Farm.   
 

Attracting visitors to our beautiful village 
during the summer months is vital if we are 
to increase sales income and safeguard the 
future of the shop.  The new ‘bean to cup’ 
coffee machine is proving very popular for 
take away coffees and we have extended 
the selection of cakes, including scones with 

 
 

clotted cream and jam, delicious!  We hope that all our local customers will call 
in and take some time to enjoy a coffee or tea and cake sitting overlooking our 
lovely village green. 

 

 
 
 

JULY    VILLAGE SHOP  POST OFFICE  
 OPEN CLOSE OPEN CLOSE 
MONDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM 9.30 AM 12.30 PM 
TUESDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM 9.30 AM 12.30 PM 
WEDNESDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM 9.30 AM 12.30 PM 
THURSDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM 9.30 AM 12.30 PM 
FRIDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM CLOSED  
SATURDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM CLOSED  
SUNDAY 10.00 AM 4.00 PM CLOSED  

 

 

TEL 01428 707277 
EMAIL  lurgashallvillageshop@gmail.com 
WEBSITE    www.lurgashallvillageshop.uk 

  
 
 

We PSSO fSV[aVd XS [ePcSQMRg ]SY XS XLe NSaL'W AVO. JSMR YW fSV
a dVMRO aX XLe baV, SV fSV PYRcL SV WYTTeV MR SYV VeWXaYVaRX, baV

aRd WTacMSYW AVO VSSQ.
 

TS bSSO ]SYV XabPe, Wee SYV cYVVeRX QeRY, SV fSV STeRMRg LSYVW,
[LaX'W SR, aRd QSVe MRfSVQaXMSR, TPeaWe ZMWMX SYV [ebWMXe.

VeWeVZaXiSRW@RSahWaVOiRR.cS.YO ` 01428 707346 ` RSahWaVOiRR.cS.YO
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Haslemere Library July
and August Events 2026

Comic Book
Capers

Book now:
haslemere.library@surreycc.gov.uk

Library
Haslemere

Comics

ISSUE #1

Comic book
workshop

Kids 8-12 

£4 £3
Siblings

Junk Modelling

Insturments

Make a drum, shakers or

bell wristband.

Saturday- 25/07 & 29/08

Drop in  - 10.30-12.00hrs

£2.00  

Any age -just imagination

required!

30  JUL  |  13  AUGth th

2-4pm 

Create your
own comic

book!
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On Tuesday July 7th Raymond
Warburton will give a talk on

Vanessa Bell’s Art and her Tangled
Bloomsbury Group Relationships

Vanessa Bell was the founder member and leading light in the
Bloomsbury Group. She produced some of the most important
art in the 20th century although she is often overshadowed by

other members of the colourful group..

There is no talk in August

Talks held at 2pm in Fittleworth Village Hall, RH20 1JB
Doors open 1.15. Coffee & tea afterwards

Visitors most welcome - £10
For further details contact Gilly Myers on 07805731663

or email westsussex@theartssociety.org
www.theartssocietywestsussex.org
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THE OWNERSHIP OF UPPARK 

 

Many people know the beau0ful Queen Anne house and garden at Uppark 
near West Har0ng in West Sussex. They are open to the public through the 
Na0onal Trust with the house having been restored aCer a devasta0ng fire in 
1989. Less well understood is the history of the ownership of the house.  

The first recorded reference to Up Parke and Down Park is in 1440 when they 
were two deer parks but at some stage the land, including land at West and 

East Har0ng was acquired 
by the well-to-do Ford 
family of Kingston. LiTle is 
known about them, but 
Walter Ford was 
Remembrancer to the 
King’s Exchequer and his 
son Erasmus Ford (1495-
1533) was a merchant of 
the Staple. Neither of them 
seems to have lived at 
Har0ng, but Erasmus’s son 
Edmund is described as ‘of 
Har0ng’. He married Joane 
Cheesman of ‘Lewsam’ 
(Lewisham?) and their 
daughter Magdalen Ford 
inherited the estate 
encompassing Uppark and 
the Har0ngs having 
married John Ford from 
Devon (presumably a 
kinsman). Their son, Sir 
William Ford (c.1571-aC. 
1645) held strongly non-
conformist views and built 

the original Elizabethan House at Uppark. He married Anne Carrell/Carryll 
(1576-1646), the daughter of Sir Edward Carrell who owned a separate estate 
nearby. Their son Sir Edward Ford (1605-1670) married Sarah Ireton a great-
aunt of Oliver Cromwell’s general and son-in-law. The Fords’ daughter 
Catherine was no doubt a wealthy ‘catch’ and in 1652 she married Ralph, 2nd 
Lord Grey of Werke (1630-1692) whose family home 
was at Chillingham Castle in Northumberland.  

The Greys’ son, Ford Grey (1655-1701), became 3rd 
Lord Grey of Werke and inherited Chillingham Castle 
on his father’s death in 1675. He had a chequered 
career. Having married Mary Berkeley the daughter 
of George, 1st Earl of Berkeley, he was found guilty of 
seducing her sister HenrieTa and had to escape 
abroad. This does not seem to have brought an end 
to his marriage and in 1683 he was involved in the 
Rye House plot, an abor0ve aTempt to assassinate Charles II and James Duke 
of York (later James II) as they returned from racing at Newmarket. Although 

he was sent to the Tower, he escaped aCer plying the Sergeant-at-Arms with 
alcohol and he again escaped abroad with the wayward HenrieTa and her new 
husband. He was later a leader of the cavalry on behalf of Monmouth’s 

Uppark 

Ford Grey 



July 2026 Lurgashall Parish 25

THE OWNERSHIP OF UPPARK 

 

Many people know the beau0ful Queen Anne house and garden at Uppark 
near West Har0ng in West Sussex. They are open to the public through the 
Na0onal Trust with the house having been restored aCer a devasta0ng fire in 
1989. Less well understood is the history of the ownership of the house.  

The first recorded reference to Up Parke and Down Park is in 1440 when they 
were two deer parks but at some stage the land, including land at West and 

East Har0ng was acquired 
by the well-to-do Ford 
family of Kingston. LiTle is 
known about them, but 
Walter Ford was 
Remembrancer to the 
King’s Exchequer and his 
son Erasmus Ford (1495-
1533) was a merchant of 
the Staple. Neither of them 
seems to have lived at 
Har0ng, but Erasmus’s son 
Edmund is described as ‘of 
Har0ng’. He married Joane 
Cheesman of ‘Lewsam’ 
(Lewisham?) and their 
daughter Magdalen Ford 
inherited the estate 
encompassing Uppark and 
the Har0ngs having 
married John Ford from 
Devon (presumably a 
kinsman). Their son, Sir 
William Ford (c.1571-aC. 
1645) held strongly non-
conformist views and built 

the original Elizabethan House at Uppark. He married Anne Carrell/Carryll 
(1576-1646), the daughter of Sir Edward Carrell who owned a separate estate 
nearby. Their son Sir Edward Ford (1605-1670) married Sarah Ireton a great-
aunt of Oliver Cromwell’s general and son-in-law. The Fords’ daughter 
Catherine was no doubt a wealthy ‘catch’ and in 1652 she married Ralph, 2nd 
Lord Grey of Werke (1630-1692) whose family home 
was at Chillingham Castle in Northumberland.  

The Greys’ son, Ford Grey (1655-1701), became 3rd 
Lord Grey of Werke and inherited Chillingham Castle 
on his father’s death in 1675. He had a chequered 
career. Having married Mary Berkeley the daughter 
of George, 1st Earl of Berkeley, he was found guilty of 
seducing her sister HenrieTa and had to escape 
abroad. This does not seem to have brought an end 
to his marriage and in 1683 he was involved in the 
Rye House plot, an abor0ve aTempt to assassinate Charles II and James Duke 
of York (later James II) as they returned from racing at Newmarket. Although 

he was sent to the Tower, he escaped aCer plying the Sergeant-at-Arms with 
alcohol and he again escaped abroad with the wayward HenrieTa and her new 
husband. He was later a leader of the cavalry on behalf of Monmouth’s 

Uppark 

Ford Grey 



July 202626 Lurgashall Parish

rebellion, but his possible cowardice may have led to the rebellion’s defeat. 
Nevertheless, he was restored in 1686 aCer giving evidence against his former 
associates. Despite all this he flourished on the arrival of William III and held 
various lucra0ve appointments including that of Lord Privy Seal. He was 
created Earl of Tankerville in 1695, by when he had already embarked on the 
building of a Queen Anne House style house at Uppark. This was probably 

designed by William Tolman, the architect at 
Chatsworth and a pupil of Sir Christopher Wren. 

Ford Grey and Mary Berkeley had two 
daughters, Mary (d. 1619) who married Charles 
BenneT 2nd Lord Ossulton (1674-1722) and 
Annabella (d.1698) who married John Cecil, 6th 
Earl of Exeter. Mary inherited Uppark and her 
husband became Earl of Tankerville of a new 
crea0on. Their son Charles BenneT (1697-1753) 
inherited as 2nd Earl of Tankerville in 1722 and 
married Camilla Colville (1698-1775) but, in Matthew Fetherstonhaugh Sr. 

1747 he sold Uppark with the lands he held at West 
and East Har0ng for £19,000 to Sir MaThew 
Featherstonhaugh, FRS, MP (1715-1774). 

Sir MaThew was the 
son of MaThew 

Fetherstonhaugh 
(1667-1762) and his 
wife Sarah Browne 
(1670-1767). The 
father had been a successful merchant in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, where he was mayor of 
two occasions and lived at Fetherstone Castle, 
Northumberland.  In addi0on to Fetherstone 
Castle inherited from his father, in 1646 Sir 
MaThew inherited the estates of his kinsman (the 
exact rela0onship has not been established) Sir 
Henry Fetherston Bart.(1654-1746) of 
Blakesware, Herkordshire, thought to have been 
worth £400,000. Later that year, Sir MaThew 
married Sarah Lethieullier (1722-1788) the 
daughter of Christopher Lethieullier, a member of 
one of the wealthiest Huguenot merchant 
families in London, 
originally from Cologne. 
Sarah’s mother, Sarah 
Lascelles (1693-1770), 

was the widow of Joshua 
Iremonger but there is 

some uncertainty about her ancestry and, although 
her father is named as Edward in some sources, she 
does not appear to be connected to the Lascelles of 
Harewood family. Nevertheless, she was painted as a 
young woman by Michael Dahl. Sir MaThew and his 
wife, Sarah Lethieullier purchased Uppark in 1747 
and immediately set about remodelling the house 

Sir Matthew Fetherstonhaugh 

Sarah Lascelles 
by Michael Dahl 

Sarah Lethieullier 

Sir Harry 
Fetherstonhaugh 
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and garden employing James Paine to work on the interior and Humphrey 
Repton on the garden. From 1748 to 1753 they embarked on a Grand Tour with 
Sarah’s brother Benjamin (1729-1797) and half-brother Lascelles Iremonger 
(1719-1793) to collect artefacts to install there. Their only child, Sir Harry 

Fetherstonhaugh 2nd Bart. (1754-1846) 
became an ineffectual MP but was a friend 
of the Prince Regent, being noted for the 
spectacular par0es held at Uppark. Through 
the Prince Regent’s circle, he met the 
fiCeen-year-old Emma Hart and in 1780 she 
moved to live at Uppark but was dismissed 
in the following year, six months pregnant. 
She went on to become Lady Hamilton and 
the mistress of Lord Nelson. In 1813, Sir 
Harry conducted a form of marriage 
ceremony with Lence Jackson (?) although 
this does not appear to have been valid, but 
she lived on un0l 1840. In 1825 at the age of 
71, he was charmed by hearing the sound of 

singing by Mary Ann Bullock the 21-year-old estate 
dairy maid. She was the daughter of his cow man, 
William James Bullock, and his housekeeper, Anne 
Field. Sir Harry approached her and said: ‘Don’t answer 
me now, but if, you will have me, cut a slice out of the 
leg of muTon that is coming for my dinner today.’ When 
it arrived, the slice was cut. They were married for 
twenty years un0l Sir Henry’s death aged 90 in 1846.  

Mary Ann had a sister, Frances, and when Mary Ann 
inherited Uppark the two sisters were determined to 
maintain the property in style. Frances became known 
as Miss Fetherstonhaugh and a suitably grand husband 
was sought for her but to no avail. The two sisters did 
much to maintain both the house and gardens in their 

Emma Hart, Lady Hamilton 
 by George Romney 

Mary Anne Bullock 

original form, but they needed an heir. Having 
failed to find blood rela0ons within the 
Fetherstonhaugh family, they chose younger 
sons of landed families, hoping that they 
would make Uppark their home. They leC a 
life interest in the house to Colonel the Hon. 
Keith Turnour JP (1848-1930), second son of 
the Earl Winterton of Shillinglee, condi0onal 
on him changing his name to Turnour-
Fetherstonhaugh and he lived there with his 
wife Caroline Chester Bethune from Frances’s 
death in 1895 un0l his own death in 1930. The 
remainderment was entailed to Admiral of 
the Fleet Sir Herbert Meade GCVO, CB, DSO, 
(1875-1964) 3rd son of the 4th Earl of 
Clanwilliam, who changed his name to 
Meade-Fetherstonhaugh on taking possession 

of the house in 1931. His wife, Margaret Isabel Frances Glyn, the daughter of 
the Bishop of Peterborough, who he married in 1911, made it her life work to 
conserve the rich silk fabric of the brocade curtains and upholstery around the 
house. In 1954, the Admiral and his eldest son Richard (1911-1958), transferred 
Uppark to the Na0onal Trust with a substan0al anonymous dona0on for its 
maintenance from a lady who had never seen the house. Lady Meade-
Fetherstonhaugh who died in 1977 retained an apartment there which she 
passed to her widowed daughter-in-law in 1964. The Admiral’s younger son, 
John Herbert Meade (b.1919) succeeded his cousin as the 7th Earl of 
Clanwilliam.   

Sources 
Na0onal Trust history of Uppark 
S0rnet.com 
Ancestry.com 
Wikipedia 
History of Parliament 
 
Robert Stedall © 

Frances Bullock 'Miss 
Fetherstonhaugh' 
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inherited Uppark the two sisters were determined to 
maintain the property in style. Frances became known 
as Miss Fetherstonhaugh and a suitably grand husband 
was sought for her but to no avail. The two sisters did 
much to maintain both the house and gardens in their 

Emma Hart, Lady Hamilton 
 by George Romney 

Mary Anne Bullock 

original form, but they needed an heir. Having 
failed to find blood rela0ons within the 
Fetherstonhaugh family, they chose younger 
sons of landed families, hoping that they 
would make Uppark their home. They leC a 
life interest in the house to Colonel the Hon. 
Keith Turnour JP (1848-1930), second son of 
the Earl Winterton of Shillinglee, condi0onal 
on him changing his name to Turnour-
Fetherstonhaugh and he lived there with his 
wife Caroline Chester Bethune from Frances’s 
death in 1895 un0l his own death in 1930. The 
remainderment was entailed to Admiral of 
the Fleet Sir Herbert Meade GCVO, CB, DSO, 
(1875-1964) 3rd son of the 4th Earl of 
Clanwilliam, who changed his name to 
Meade-Fetherstonhaugh on taking possession 

of the house in 1931. His wife, Margaret Isabel Frances Glyn, the daughter of 
the Bishop of Peterborough, who he married in 1911, made it her life work to 
conserve the rich silk fabric of the brocade curtains and upholstery around the 
house. In 1954, the Admiral and his eldest son Richard (1911-1958), transferred 
Uppark to the Na0onal Trust with a substan0al anonymous dona0on for its 
maintenance from a lady who had never seen the house. Lady Meade-
Fetherstonhaugh who died in 1977 retained an apartment there which she 
passed to her widowed daughter-in-law in 1964. The Admiral’s younger son, 
John Herbert Meade (b.1919) succeeded his cousin as the 7th Earl of 
Clanwilliam.   

Sources 
Na0onal Trust history of Uppark 
S0rnet.com 
Ancestry.com 
Wikipedia 
History of Parliament 
 
Robert Stedall © 

Frances Bullock 'Miss 
Fetherstonhaugh' 
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VOLVO, BMW, MINI, VW, AUDI, SEAT & SKODA SPECIALISTS

SERVICE  •  REPAIRS • MOT’S
Tel 01428 656536  |  Email info@rtmechanics.co.uk 

Web www.rtmechanics.co.uk
We are an independent Volvo, BMW, Mini, VW, Audi, SEAT and Skoda 

servicing and repair specialist. Other makes are welcome.

St Christopher’s Green, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1DG 
01428 656536

Sturt Road, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 3RX
01428 648648

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 
AVAILABLE FROM MOST AREAS 

C A L L  0 1 4 2 8  6 5 6 5 3 6  O R  V I S I T   WWW.RTMECHANICS.CO.UK
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VOLVO, BMW, MINI, VW, AUDI, SEAT & SKODA SPECIALISTS

SERVICE  •  REPAIRS • MOT’S
Tel 01428 656536  |  Email info@rtmechanics.co.uk 

Web www.rtmechanics.co.uk
We are an independent Volvo, BMW, Mini, VW, Audi, SEAT and Skoda 

servicing and repair specialist. Other makes are welcome.

St Christopher’s Green, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1DG 
01428 656536

Sturt Road, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 3RX
01428 648648

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 
AVAILABLE FROM MOST AREAS 

C A L L  0 1 4 2 8  6 5 6 5 3 6  O R  V I S I T   WWW.RTMECHANICS.CO.UK

COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE
AVAILABLE FOR MOST AREAS
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Local carer plus housesitting
I have worked in the area for several years and can provide
excellent references. I have a valid DBS, drivers licence and a
level 2 caring qualification. Some of the services I offer
include :- Housesitting, weekends or longer, carer breaks,
personal care, companionship,
shopping, basic cooking and light
housekeeping.
If you would like to chat further,
please email:
annemieke.hall@gmail.com or
07921579792

Bespoke Fitted Furniture
by

Ian Etherington

Bookcases
Wardrobes
Media Units
Kitchen and utility

07984 222212
Website: www.haslemerejoinery.co.uk

Unit 1,
Collyers Yard,
Lickfold, GU28 9DT
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ADRIAN HOARE TREE SURGEON

07825 730687
www.aphtreecare.co.uk
info@aphtreecare.co.uk
Tree Surgery, Hedge Maintenance,
Site Clearance

Local Electrician - Matt Wheatley
Part P Approved & fully insured

All types of Electrical work carried out
for prompt & friendly service please call

07976 465 974
email: mattwheatley1971@btinternet.com

Trifolium incarnatum, known
as crimson clover is a species
of herbaceous flowering
plant in the family Fabaceae.
This was on the footpath at
Lickfold
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A boutique event caterer with a desire 
to bring people together through local, 

seasonal and exceptional food. 
 

Based in Lurgashall  

Are you planning a celebration?  

A birthday, wedding, anniversary, family gathering or just 
a Saturday with friends?  

Get in touch to discuss your plans and to find out how we 
can make your event truly memorable. 

 T: 07469 877956                E: hello@copperandivy.co.uk             W: www.copperandivy.co.uk  

Appointments usually within 24 hoursCare alongside your NHS GP registration

Non-members welcome Emphasis on face-to-face care, at home or in clinic 

Full range of adult and child general practice Full range of investigations, referrals, prescriptions 

Harrow House, 23 West St, Haslemere, GU27 2AB

now also at Manor Farm Barns, Donnington, PO20 7PL

WEB
EMAIL

PHONE

www.lislemedical.com
contact@lislemedical.com
01730 202345

Private GP
Haslemere Chichester Mobile

Semi-Retired Haslemere Bricklayer & Stone 
Mason with over 40 years of experience. I 

specialise in repairs, restoration and repointing of 
your home and garden brick and stonework. I 

focus on small to medium size jobs
• Stone and Brickwork
• Lime Repointing
• Drystone Walling
• Garden Walls
• Repointing Paving
• Brickwork Repairs
• Insurance Work

Call Barry on 07549 734288
barry@brownsbrickandstone.com

brownsbrickandstone.com
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A boutique event caterer with a desire 
to bring people together through local, 

seasonal and exceptional food. 
 

Based in Lurgashall  

Are you planning a celebration?  
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Semi-Retired Haslemere Bricklayer & Stone 
Mason with over 40 years of experience. I 
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your home and garden brick and stonework. I 
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• Stone and Brickwork
• Lime Repointing
• Drystone Walling
• Garden Walls
• Repointing Paving
• Brickwork Repairs
• Insurance Work
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brownsbrickandstone.com
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HASLEMERE LOG MAN 
Tel:  01428 641739  

Email: info@haslemerelogman.co.uk 
 

FIREWOOD – SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE 
 

Seasoned hardwood logs for both open fires 
and log burners 

Available in netted bags, bulk bags, or larger 
loose loads. Logs may be cut to size on 

request. Our standard log sizes are 
approximately 9-10”, 11-12” 

also 
Kindling in netted bags 

 

Free delivery 10-mile radius for all orders 
over £45.   

Please visit our website for more info 
www.haslemerelogman.co.uk  

 

TRUSTED LOCAL PEST CONTROL ACROSS WEST SUSSEX

If you have any surprise visitors to your property
we are the team to call! We are a local pest
control company based in Bordon proudly
keeping properties within GU postcodes pest-
free.
Contact Stephen@Pestforce Bordon to discuss
your issue…

Call Now – 01730 299 082 / Text
Now - 07735 999 662
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I am an independent 
Sussex craftswoman, 

open to bespoke 
commissions

My creations are stocked 
at Maker’s Barn in 
Petworth, and my 

bird feeders at 
Burntwood Kennels

near Plaistow

sweetbriarforge.co.uk
sweet.briar.forge@gmail.com

sweet.briar.forgeSWEET BRIAR FORGE
Hand-Made Metalwork and Forged 

Creations for Garden and Home
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Prices valid from 1st April 2026
New Advertisements are welcome

Advertisers who live in the parish or whose business is in the parish
¼ page £50 per annum £5.50 per month
½ page £90 per annum £8.50 per month
Full page £160 per annum £15 per month

External Advertisers
¼ page £80 per annum £8.50 per month
½ page £160 per annum £15 per month
Inside page £300 per annum £30 per month
Back page £360 per annum £36 per month

Sizes Height Width
1/4 page portrait 90mm 63mm
1/4 page landscape 50mm 130mm
1/2 page landscape 90mm 130mm
Full page 210 mm 148mm

Est. 1985
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Est. 1985
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS

Fete 07831 631457 lurgashallfete@gmail.com

Newsletter 07768 056733 liz@stedall.com

Newsletter deliveries 01428 707294 a.martinjenkins@btinternet.com

Oil syndicate Colin Robertson lurgashall.oil@gmail.com

Priest in Charge

Shop 01428 707277 lurgashallvillageshop@gmail.com

Village Hall booking lvhmc.bookings@gmail.com

Village lunch 07810634063 sally.stainton@googlemail.com.

Village tea 01428 707522 Rose Dillon-Thiselton

Police non-emergency 101

Southern Electric emergency 08000 72 72 82

Southern Electric Power Cut 105

Southern Water emergency 0800 820 999

Church www.achurchnearyou.com/stlaurence-lurgashall

Parish Council www.lurgashall.org

Village Hall www.lurgashallvillagehall.org

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER
Please send new contributions or advertisements by the 18th of each month
by email to liz@stedall.com. 07768 056733 or deliver to Lower Hanger, Dial
Green, GU28 9HA. Lower Hanger is first on the left up the bridleway just
north of Dial Green.

Details of costs and sizes are on page 38.

mailto:sally.stainton@googlemail.com

