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CHURCHWARDENS

Amanda Worrall, Hillgrove House, GU28 9EW 01428 707436
Rob Holgate holgate.family@btopenworld.com 07796 080816

St Laurence – Churchyard Working Parties
A couple of times each month during the Spring, Summer and Autumn
months, a small group of dedicated villagers join to spend a morning
maintaining the Churchyard for the enjoyment of the congregation, local
communityandanyvisitors to theChurch. Theseworkingparties takeplace
on Thursday mornings at 08:30 and we try and complete by 11am.
If youwould like to take part (and any help is alwayswelcome even if for an
hour) please contact Russell Lawrence on 07557 423360 or
mrrussellalawrence@gmail.com

Church Services for August 2025 
 

  

 
3 August 

7th Sunday 
after Trinity 

 
10.00 am 

 
 

10.30 am 

 
  Lurgashall 
 
 
 Northchapel 

 
Sung Communion 

Canon Nigel Nicholson 
 

Holy Communion 
 

10 August 
  8th Sunday 
after Trinity 

  

 
 10.00 am 

 
 

10.30 am 

 
Lurgashall 

 
 

Ebernoe 

 
Sung Communion 
Rev Jack Mulder 

 
Morning Prayer  

Devised by Canon John Bundock, 
the theme “bread of life” 

 
17 August 
9th Sunday 
after Trinity 

 
11.00 am 

 
 

6.00pm  

 
Lurgashall 

 
 

Northchapel 

 
Sung Communion 

Canon Nigel Nicholson 
 

Hymns & Pimms  
 

24 August 
10th Sunday 
after Trinity   

 
10.00 am 
 

 
6.00 pm 

 
Lurgashall 

 
 

Ebernoe 
Hoebridge Farm 

(Butcherland) 

 
Sung Communion 
Ven Philip Jones 

 
Lammas + BBQ 

Canon John Bund 

31 August 
11th Sunday 
after Trinity 

 Lurgashall 
 

No Service 
 

mailto:mrrussellalawrence@gmail.com
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Sidesmen 
 

 

Date Sidesman Reading Colour 

3 August Rob Holgate Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 

Green 

10 August Russell Lawrence Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 

Green 

17 August Amanda Worrall Hebrews 11:29 – 12:2 
Luke 12:49-56 

Green 

24 August Mark Hammond Hebrews 12:18-end 
Luke 13:10-17 

Green 

31 August No service 

ENGLISH SPARKLING WINE 

Perched at the top of the vineyard

just outside of Petworth, The View is

our beautiful tasting tipi with

breathtaking views. From guided

tours and tastings to Sunset

Sipping and our relaxed Saturday

Wine Bar, join us for a glass of our

award-winning English Sparkling

Wine.

WWW.ROEBUCKESTATES.CO.UK
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From the Churchwardens

Does the Church of England Represent the Majority of
British Views?
This is a challenging question that invites honest
reflection. While the Church of England remains the
established church, recent data and public sentiment
suggest it no longer reflects the views or beliefs of the majority in Britain.

A Changing Landscape
According to the2021Census, only 46.2%of people in EnglandandWales now
identifyasChristian -asharpdecline frompastdecades.Meanwhile,37.2%say
they have “no religion,” a number rising fastest among younger generations.

Fewer people attend church regularly, and faith is no longer a given part of
everyday life. Yet the human longing for meaning, belonging, and connection
hasn’t disappeared—it’s simply finding new forms.

Public Sentiment and Church Status
Despite declining affiliation, the Church of England still occupies a unique
position: bishops in the House of Lords, a role in state ceremonies, and
churches rooted inevery community. But a recent YouGovpoll found thatonly
25% of Britons now view the Church favourably.

This has sparked debate about whether the Church should remain
“established.” Does our formal role still reflect the spiritual reality of the
country?

A Glastonbury Reflection
Returning fromasunlitGlastonburyFestival in June, Iwasstruckbyhowdeeply
people still seek meaning, joy, and connection. The crowd came not just for
music, but for something more: community, shared purpose, even a sense of
the sacred.

Peoplestoodforhours,not just tobeentertained,but to feelpartof something
larger than themselves. There were no muddy fields this year - just music,
sunshine, and surprising unity.
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It made me wonder: howmight the Church offer that same kind of light? Not
by copying festivals, but by recognising the longings they reflect - community,
joy, welcome.

So What Can We Do?
If the Church no longer represents themajority, we shouldn’t react with panic
or defensiveness—but with clarity and confidence in our calling.We still have
a vital role to play - not through status alone, but by living out the Gospel in
ways people can feel and trust.

This doesn’t mean abandoning our values. At its best, the Church holds
together deep tradition and a generous spirit. We can uphold the beauty of
family life, the sanctity of marriage, and the richness of our faith, while still
making room for thosewhoare searching, doubting, or arriving fromdifferent
places. It’s not always easy - but it is our calling.

We must embody qualities like:
•Transparency – being open and accountable
• Inclusion – welcoming all, with no exceptions
•Relevance – speaking to real-life joys and struggles
•Love in action – serving with humility and grace

The Churchmay no longer be central in public life, but we can still be a steady
presence at the heart of people’s lives - a place of belonging, light, and hope.

Looking Ahead
As we move into August—a season of rest and reflection - it’s worth asking:
What kind of Church do we want to be? One clinging to old status, or one
stepping boldly into the world’s needs?

The Church of England may no longer represent the majority view - but it still
offers something enduring: a vision of hope, humility, and grace in a divided
world.

With every blessing,

Rob and Amanda
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THE VILLAGE HALL 50:50 CLUB
Congratulations to June's winners:

1st prize: P J Eaton
2nd prize: Joyce Wilding

The50:50Club isoneof themain sourcesof incomeforourVillageHall,
and its contribution is vital tomaintaining this important village asset.
50%of its incomegoes to theVillageHall, andtheother50%is returned
to members through its prizes.

It is simple to join. Just call Steve on 07778 357272 or email

Catherine.Nicholes@hotmail.co.uk

VILLAGE LUNCH
The next lunch will be on August 11th. Just put your name on the list in
the Shop. This closes on the Thursday before the lunch. Please contact
Sally Stainton on 07810634063, if you have any dietary requirements.

VILLAGE TEA
The next village tea will be on 27th August.

Lurgashall Oil Buying Group

There was no oil order in August.

Monthly orders recommence in October.

Please let me know if you are interested in
joining the Group.
Colin Robertson
lurgashall.oil@gmail.com

mailto:lurgashall.oil@gmail.com
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LURGASHALL PARISH COUNCIL

Lurgashall Parish Council held a meeting on Thursday 10th July 2025.
DRAFT minutes from this will be available to view on the Village Green
noticeboard and the website.

Update on the unauthorised engineering works on Blind Lane

On 14 July 2025, a hearing was held at the High Court concerning an
injunction issued in response to unauthorised works carried out on a site
near Lurgashall. The judge decided to adjourn the case until 9 September
2025, when the court will consider whether to grant a full injunction. In the
meantime, the interim injunction remains in force. This prohibits any
further unauthorised works on the site, as well as the entry of vehicles or
caravans. Breaching an injunction is a serious offence and may result in a
custodial sentence.
An Enforcement Notice also remains active. This requires the responsible
parties to return the land toagricultural landand to removeanyunauthorised
structures, items, vehicles and caravans, and to cease unauthorised use of
the land. If you witness any further activity on the site or have concerns,
please contact CDC’s Planning Enforcement Team
www.chichester.gov.uk/report-a-planning-breach or out of hours on 01243
785339. Chichester District Council takes these matters extremely
seriously and are using all available legal steps to resolve the situation as
swiftly as possible.

www.chichester.gov.uk/article/39856/Frequently-Asked-Questions-
unauthorised-engineering-works-at-a-site-near-Lurgashall

Have your say on the future of local government in West Sussex -
councils launch public survey

Residents, businesses and community groups across the county are being
invited to share their views about the future of their councils as part of an
important survey launching on Thursday 17 July
at: www.shapingwestsussex.org.

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/report-a-planning-breach
http://www.chichester.gov.uk/article/39856/Frequently-Asked-Questions-unauthorised-engineering-works-at-a-site-near-Lurgashall
http://www.chichester.gov.uk/article/39856/Frequently-Asked-Questions-unauthorised-engineering-works-at-a-site-near-Lurgashall
https://www.shapingwestsussex.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


August 2025 Lurgashall Parish 9

All West Sussex residents and organisations are invited to complete the
survey, which asks about where they live or work; the council services they
use; as well as what matters to them about how their council could be
structured in the future. The surveywill close at 11.59pmonWednesday 13
August. This is just the start of local government reorganisation (LGR) in
West Sussex and the councilswill continue to seek the views of local people
as the process progresses.

LGR is a process of restructuring local government and theway services are
delivered. Instead of having separate county and district or borough
councils, a unitary model brings everything together into one organisation
– from bin collections and housing to education and social care. Town &
Parish Councils will remain as they are. This is different from devolution,
which involves transferring powers from government, whereas LGR
focuses on streamlining existing local structures.

MOBILE SKIP PROVISIONAL DATE – Saturday 27th September

REPORTING ISSUES

Please contact OPERATION CRACKDOWN for anti-social driving (i.e.,
speeding, careless and aggressive driving and driving whilst on a mobile
phone) and abandoned vehicles. Either via the website
www.operationcrackdown.org or 01243 642222

To report all non-emergency POLICE matters, call 101 or
visit www.sussex.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/

Want to report a pothole or road issue? www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-
and-travel/make-an-enquiry-or-report-a-problem-with-a-road-or-
pavement/

To report a problem with a right of way directly then either report online
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/public-paths-
and-the-countryside/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem-with-a-right-
of-way/ or email prow@westsussex.gov.uk or phone 01243 777620 or
inform the Parish Council

http://www.sussex.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us/
http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/make-an-enquiry-or-report-a-problem-with-a-road-or-pavement/
http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/make-an-enquiry-or-report-a-problem-with-a-road-or-pavement/
http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/make-an-enquiry-or-report-a-problem-with-a-road-or-pavement/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/public-paths-and-the-countryside/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem-with-a-right-of-way/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/public-paths-and-the-countryside/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem-with-a-right-of-way/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/public-paths-and-the-countryside/public-rights-of-way/report-a-problem-with-a-right-of-way/
mailto:prow@westsussex.gov.uk
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CHAIRMAN
Mrs A Martin-Jenkins

VICE-CHAIRMAN
Dr A H J Tate

COUNCILLORS
Mrs B Burkhart
Mr N P Jowett
Mrs J Landstrom
Mr A Loughan
Mr T Macaulay
Mr A Stainton
Mr P Wilding

PARISH CLERK
Mrs Helen Cruikshank
01798 860788
lurgashallpc61@gmail.com

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Mrs Brett Burkhart
07876 594168
bburkhart@chichester.gov.uK

Mrs Eleanora Newbery
01428 656941
enewbery@chichester.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Mrs Janet Duncton
01798 344914
janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk

BONFIRES
Please be mindful of others when having bonfires now the weather is
improving. Guidelines and how to report them if they are a nuisance, can
be found on Chichester District Council’s website
www.chichester.gov.uk/reportbonfireproblem
Keep up to datewith local road closures: www.one.network/uk/westsussex

Mrs Helen Cruikshank
Clerk to Lurgashall Parish Council

Email: Lurgashallpc61@gmail.com
Tel: 01798 860788
http://www.bitcloud.org.uk/lurgashall/

LURGASHALL PARISH COUNCIL 2025/2026

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

FIXTURES  AUGUST 2025 
2 Sat   Joe Williams  
3 Sun  2.00pm Tom Hufton  

    
9 Sat   Grayswood 3rd XI  

10 Sun  Tom Garvey 
    
16 Sat  Lily Soulsby  
17 Sun 12.30pm HBB vs Harry Baldwins  
    
23 Sat    Grayswood 3rd XI 
24 Sun  Tom Wornor  

    
30 Sat  Grayswood 3rd XI 
31 Sun  Adam Saward  

 

St Swithin's Day if thou dost rain, For forty days it will remain; 
St Swithin's day if thou be fair, For forty days t’will rain na mair. 

 
 

Thanks to the recent heatwave, the Green has been looking a little brown, lately. 
But not as brown as it was in July, 2022 – and nothing like it was in July, 1976 
when ICI Plant Protection (then in Fernhurst) pronounced it dead! 
 

On St. Swithin’s Day (15th July), this year it did indeed rain in the morning. But then 
the sun came out in the afternoon! So, if we believe in St. Swithin’s weather 
forecasting, let’s hope he’s promising both rain and shine to help us keep the 
Green in perfect condition for our August fixtures.                                  
                                                                                                                                 JL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Al Sword  07983 699650 
swordalastair@gmail.com   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LURGASHALL CRICKET CLUB 
 

 

Founded 1840 

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/reportbonfireproblem
mailto:Lurgashallpc61@gmail.com
http://www.bitcloud.org.uk/lurgashall/
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41st ANNUAL SHOW 
in the 

VILLAGE HALL 

Sat, 16th August 2025 
on 
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ABOUT THE SHOW 
 All residents of Lurgashall Parish may exhibit - even if they are not 

Club Members. 

 Non-residents of the Parish may exhibit - as long as they are paid-up 
Club Members. 

 Club Members’ children (under 16) who live outside the Parish may 
also exhibit. 

 There are 2 ENTRY FORMS in each free SCHEDULE available from 
The Village Shop, as are EXTRA ENTRY FORMS. 

 Please use a separate form for each competitor and deliver to the tin 
in The Shop by 5pm, Wednesday 14th August. We cannot accept 
late entries. 

 ENTRY FEES: 
30p per entry for paid-up Club Members 
60p per entry for non-members 
FREE for all Juniors (under 16) 

 On the day of the Show: 
STAGING: 8.30 am - 10.45am 
JUDGING: 11.15 m - 12.30 pm 
SHOW OPEN: 2.30 pm 
PRIZE-GIVING: 4.00 pm 

 

GET SOWING * GET GROWING * GET SHOWING! 
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Lurgashall Archive  
Archive is open at the Village Hall on 
Wed 27th August, 2.30-4.30pm 
archive@lurgashallvillagehall.org 
 
An apology 
We are sorry that the Archive could not open its exhibition at the Lurgashall 
Fete on 7th June.  A pressing medical situation took precedence. 
We will be putting the display boards back in the village hall in August, where 
the exhibition will be free for those attending the Village Teas and Lunches 
to enjoy at their leisure. 
 
A new project, in partnership with the Parochial Church 
Council 
The Archive is de-
lighted to be working 
with the PCC to map 
and update the rec-
ords of churchyard 
gravestones and me-
morial inscriptions.   
 
An excellent record 
of the churchyard 
was made in 2011, and John Clark has worked hard to keep notes of some 
more recent interments.  This now needs further updating for the last few 
years, so that the parish has an up-to-date plan and record of our churchyard.  
This record will be available to enquirers through either the PCC or the Ar-
chive.  
 
A farewell 
As written about elsewhere in this issue of the News, it is with great sadness 
that we have said farewell to John Greenfield, aged 96.  John, who lived in 
the parish most of his life and had an incredible memory for the people and 
places of Lurgashall, donated many lovely artefacts, documents, photos and 
stories to the Archive.  In the coming months, we will prepare an exhibition 
of these wonderful contributions as a tribute to him.  
 

 

Our heritage 
matters 

Only connect… 
What connects the bus shelter on Lurgashall green with the Easthope Pio-
neers of Canada, a man in Manhattan and a house in Hillgrove? 

 
 
Answer… the Caplin family! 
 
Thomas and Mary Caplin lived at the cottage now known as Caplins in 
Hillgrove in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.  They had five children: 
 Thomas (1779-1867), married Mary Luff and they lived with their many 

children in Hillgrove – probably at Caplins or next door at Rose cottage - 
until the late 1850s. 

 Charlotte (1782-1843), married Henry Lander and lived at Sods House 
down by Lickfold bridge. 

 John (1788-1877), married Jane Booker and, in 1832, sailed with their 10 
children to Canada. 

 William (1792-1853), married Elizabeth Denyer and moved to live at 
Windfallwood. 

 Mary (died young, aged only 9). 
Caplins, Hillgrove 

Thomas Jnr’s son Charles took on 
Caplins in Hillgrove and lived there 
until his death in 1862.   
 
Since then, there have been no 
Caplins living at the cottage, alt-
hough it was owned, along with 
Rose Cottage, by John Caplin of 
Greenlands Farm for a brief period, 
1906-1919. To this day the cottage 
retains the Caplin name. 
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John Caplin (1788-1877) and his family were among the first local people to 
risk everything for a new life in Canada in 1832.   
 
The ’Swing Riots’ reached West Sussex in late 1830.  Protesters objected to 
the tithe system, the Poor Law Guardians and rich tenant farmers who were 
lowering wages while introducing mechanical farm machinery.   
 
In this area, the 3rd Earl Egremont 
of Petworth House recognised the 
problem and endeavoured to help 
by sponsoring the emigration of lo-
cal people to Upper Canada.  From 
the parish of Lurgashall 16 men and 
their families joined the emigra-
tion, including John and Jane Cap-
ling (sic) with their 10 children, in-
cluding one new-born. Tragically, 
Jane and four of their children died 
of cholera within days of arriving in 
Canada after a long, 12-week sea 
passage. 
 
Despite this tragedy, John and his 
remaining children set down roots 
in North Easthope, Ontario, even-
tually buying the land they had 
been allocated, and prospered. 
 
Three years ago, Carole Capling, the wife of a Richard Capling of Ontario, con-
tacted Jacquie Lawson to declare her Caplin family connection.  Pioneer John 
was Richard Capling’s great, great, great grandfather. 

 
And just last month, Lurgashall wel-
comed Steve Capling (right, in 
photo, with husband Charlie) to Lur-
gashall to visit Caplin graves and two 
Caplin family homes.   
Steve’s great, great, great grandfa-
ther was also pioneer John Caplin. 
Steve and Charlie live in Manhattan. 

So, that leaves the bus shelter…!  
 
Within weeks of arriving in Canada, John Caplin wrote (or more likely dic-
tated) a very moving letter to his younger brother William (1792-1853), try-
ing to persuade him to come out and join him in Canada.  But William chose 
to stay in Lurgashall and so began four generations of Caplins living at The 
Cottage in Windfallwood. 
 
William’s son and 
grandson – both 
also named Wil-
liam - lived at The 
Cottage.  Remarka-
bly, they are both 
shown in this old 
photo, c.1910. The 
woman is ‘young’ 
William’s sister 
Kate who lived 
there until her 
death in 1950. 
 

‘Young’ William (1881-1979) and his wife Ellen 
(Nellie) had three daughters – Cecily, Mabel 
and Edith. 
 
After her early years in service, Cecily, who 
never married, spent the rest of her life at The 
Cottage.  In the early 1950s it was split in two, 
to accommodate Cecily and her father in the 
back part and her aunt Mary Ann, cousin Ern-
est and his wife Ivy in the front part which be-
came known as Ivy’s Cottage.   
 
Cecily loved her orchard garden, was an active 
member of the Lurgashall W.I. and was in-
volved in many village matters.  On her death, 
neighbour and friend Jim Court built the bus 
shelter and dedicated it to her memory.             

Cecily Caplin (1911 – 1991)            Look for the little plaque inside the shelter! 
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tion, including John and Jane Cap-
ling (sic) with their 10 children, in-
cluding one new-born. Tragically, 
Jane and four of their children died 
of cholera within days of arriving in 
Canada after a long, 12-week sea 
passage. 
 
Despite this tragedy, John and his 
remaining children set down roots 
in North Easthope, Ontario, even-
tually buying the land they had 
been allocated, and prospered. 
 
Three years ago, Carole Capling, the wife of a Richard Capling of Ontario, con-
tacted Jacquie Lawson to declare her Caplin family connection.  Pioneer John 
was Richard Capling’s great, great, great grandfather. 

 
And just last month, Lurgashall wel-
comed Steve Capling (right, in 
photo, with husband Charlie) to Lur-
gashall to visit Caplin graves and two 
Caplin family homes.   
Steve’s great, great, great grandfa-
ther was also pioneer John Caplin. 
Steve and Charlie live in Manhattan. 

So, that leaves the bus shelter…!  
 
Within weeks of arriving in Canada, John Caplin wrote (or more likely dic-
tated) a very moving letter to his younger brother William (1792-1853), try-
ing to persuade him to come out and join him in Canada.  But William chose 
to stay in Lurgashall and so began four generations of Caplins living at The 
Cottage in Windfallwood. 
 
William’s son and 
grandson – both 
also named Wil-
liam - lived at The 
Cottage.  Remarka-
bly, they are both 
shown in this old 
photo, c.1910. The 
woman is ‘young’ 
William’s sister 
Kate who lived 
there until her 
death in 1950. 
 

‘Young’ William (1881-1979) and his wife Ellen 
(Nellie) had three daughters – Cecily, Mabel 
and Edith. 
 
After her early years in service, Cecily, who 
never married, spent the rest of her life at The 
Cottage.  In the early 1950s it was split in two, 
to accommodate Cecily and her father in the 
back part and her aunt Mary Ann, cousin Ern-
est and his wife Ivy in the front part which be-
came known as Ivy’s Cottage.   
 
Cecily loved her orchard garden, was an active 
member of the Lurgashall W.I. and was in-
volved in many village matters.  On her death, 
neighbour and friend Jim Court built the bus 
shelter and dedicated it to her memory.             

Cecily Caplin (1911 – 1991)            Look for the little plaque inside the shelter! 
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Wednesday 13th August 3.30pm-5.30pm

£20 per person

Enjoy the afternoon with colour and creativity
Come and join me for a relaxed, hands-on afternoon workshop, 
where you’ll learn to decorate four ceramic coasters using vibrant 
inks — each one a unique reflection of your personal style, perfect 
for your home or as a thoughtful gift. It’s mess-free, no experience 
or artistic flair needed — just a fun way to get creative.

 Step-by-step guidance to learn the technique

 All art materials provided, incl a box to take your coasters home

 Four quality ceramic coasters and a testing tile to practice

 A complementary welcome drink*

 The activity is mess-free but you are welcome to  bring your own apron

Afternoon INKspiration

Create Beautiful Coasters 

At The Noah’s Ark Inn

Booking in advance

For more information or to book please contact Gera Dunachie 

on 07920 746254 or gera@dunachie.com 

(* a small glass of wine or a non-alcoholic drink) 
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          Blackdown, Haslemere/Lurgashall, GU27 3BS  
Guide Price £850,000                   Freehold   

   

   3 bedrooms          2 bathroom       3 receptions             Self-Contained Studio 
This beautiful cottage with self-contained studio has a wonderful feel throughout. 
Located In a stunning tranquil position high on Blackdown Hill south of the Temple 
of the Winds, it has amazing far-reaching views over the valley to the South Downs, 
surrounded by National Trust woodland. 
Lurgashall Village - Just over 2 miles Haslemere - Just over 4 miles 
 

 
 

20 HIGH STREET, HASLEMERE, GU27 2HJ   HAMPTONS.CO.UK 
haslmere@hamptons.co.uk 01428 642307 

DELIGHTFUL ARTS & CRAFTS COTTAGE FOR SALE 

EPC: F      
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We PSSO fSV[aVd XS [ePcSQMRg ]SY XS XLe NSaL'W AVO. JSMR YW fSV
a dVMRO aX XLe baV, SV fSV PYRcL SV WYTTeV MR SYV VeWXaYVaRX, baV

aRd WTacMSYW AVO VSSQ.
 

TS bSSO ]SYV XabPe, Wee SYV cYVVeRX QeRY, SV fSV STeRMRg LSYVW,
[LaX'W SR, aRd QSVe MRfSVQaXMSR, TPeaWe ZMWMX SYV [ebWMXe.

VeWeVZaXiSRW@RSahWaVOiRR.cS.YO ` 01428 707346 ` RSahWaVOiRR.cS.YO
 

 

please support  
your community shop 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

More new products in store!!! 

We have some lovely Lurgashall branded products 
in store. The sweet selection includes our delicious 
treacle tarts, fruit scones and cherry Bakewell tarts 
and the savoury snack range has Japanese rice 
crackers, salted pretzels and chilli rice crackers. 
They are perfect for summer picnics, afternoon 
snacks or anytime in between. Pop in store and get 
some of these delicious treats as they are selling 
fast! 
 
Thank you to everyone who has purchased shares in 
our Community Benefit Society member fundraising 
effort. We have raised a total of £83,020 so far. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 VILLAGE SHOP 

 

POST OFFICE 
 

 

 

 OPEN CLOSE  OPEN CLOSE  
MONDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM  9.30 AM 12.30 PM  
TUESDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM  9.30 AM 12.30 PM  
WEDNESDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM  9.30 AM 12.30 PM  
THURSDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM  9.30 AM 12.30 PM  
FRIDAY  9.00 AM 5.00 PM  CLOSED   
SATURDAY 9.00 AM 5.00 PM  CLOSED   
SUNDAY 10.00 AM 1.00 PM  CLOSED   
    

 

 
 

TEL 01428 707277 
EMAIL  lurgashallvillageshop@gmail.com 
WEBSITE    www.lurgashallvillageshop.uk 
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John Greenfield 
5th May 1929 – 14th June 2025 

 
John Greenfield, who has died aged 96, spent almost his entire life in the 
parish of Lurgashall. 
 
John was the third of five children born to Roland (known as Bob) and Nora 
(nee Boxall) Greenfield.  His early years were spent at Greenhill (now 
Goldenhurst) in Roundhurst.  In the 1930s it was the kitchen garden for 
Aldworth House where John’s father was head gardener. 
 
John had a wonderful memory, even in 
his last years, and he loved reminiscing 
about his time at Lurgashall School and 
the friends he made there.   
 

  In front of the well at Lurgashall 
School, 1937. 

From left: John Greenfield, Stan Court, 
Charlie Lillywhite, Roland Humphrey 

 
He left school in 1943, aged 14.  After what he described as a ‘dead-end job’ 
for a department of the Admiralty then stationed at Aldworth during the war, 
in 1945 John applied for, and got, a farm job at Upper Roundhurst Farm (now 
Old Manor Farm).  He stayed working at the farm his whole working life, 
eventually managing the farm himself. 
 
In April 1950 John married his childhood sweetheart, Marjorie (known as 

Betty) Harding of Northchapel, 
and on the day they married, they 
moved into Holly Tree Cottage in 
Roundhurst, where they lived 
happily for the rest of Betty’s life 
(she died in early 2012). 
 
From 1956 to 1996, the farm was 
owned by the Nesbitt family who 
were lucky enough to have John 
to manage the farm and gardens 
and Betty to manage the house.  

John and Betty had no children of their own but enjoyed the company of 
their nieces and nephews as well as the younger members of the Nesbitt 
family.   
 
Among the many documents, photos and 
artefacts John donated to Lurgashall 
Archive in recent years are three 
meticulously hand-written notebooks 
detailing daily weather patterns and 
monthly farming and wildlife activities at 
Upper Roundhurst.   
 
The notebooks cover about 50 years, from 
the early 1970s to early 2012, when John 
finally left Holly Tree Cottage, and they 
represent a truly special chronicle of 
farming life in the parish. 

John at Upper Roundhurst, 1992 
 
John and Betty had some wonderful holidays abroad, and he especially liked 
to talk about their trip across the wilds of western Canada.  In their 
retirement years, he and Betty kept fit by being active and successful 
members of the Haslemere Bowls Club.   
 
After Betty’s death, John moved to a retirement apartment at Redwood 
Manor in Haslemere, where he lived quite happily until his increasing 
physical frailty meant he needed more care.  So, he spent his last two years 
at a friendly care home in the town. 

John’s body may have been frail, 
but his mind and amazing 
memory were as sharp as ever!   
 
I had the privilege of spending 
time with him once a month for 
the past three years. I will always 
treasure listening to him 
reminisce and chuckle over a 
memory of a friend or a funny 
incident!  He will be missed. 

Sarah M 
Rest in Peace, dear John. 
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Weather conditions  play a part, of course. Just the right temperatures 
and the right amount of rainfall and sunlight in Spring when the trees are 
forming flowers, will help them to produce a good crop.  
 

But a mast year isn’t just a one-off event for individual trees. One year,  
all across the UK, despite the fact that weather conditions may have 
varied, one particular species of tree will produce a bumper crop.  
How do they synchronise a mast year all across the country? How do 
they communicate with each other if they’re so far apart? 
 

One theory is the mycorrhizal 
network. This is a vast underground 
system of fungal threads which attach 
themselves to tree roots, thereby 
connecting tree to tree. It is mutually 
beneficial: through photosynthesis the 
trees send down sugars to the fungi, 
and in return, the fungi help the trees 
to absorb water and nutrients, as well 
as acting as a communication system 
through which they can send chemical 
‘messages’ to each other about  environmental conditions such as the 
presence of pests.  With a nod to the Internet, this subterranean network 
is sometimes referred to as the ‘Wood Wide Web’. 
 

I have a nephew living in the Charente in south western France. He has 
an orchard of walnut trees, and has told me that this year his trees are 
also forming a bumper crop… 
 

Even the scientists admit that ‘masting’ is still one of nature’s many 
unsolved mysteries.                                                                
                                                                                       Jacquie Lawson 
 
Information thanks to:          www.woodlandtrust.org.uk         
www.treesforlife.org.uk          www.woodcocknaturecenter.org 

 

 

 
 
 

THE MYSTERY OF THE ‘MAST’ 
Those of you lucky enough to have an oak, a chestnut, a beech or a 
walnut tree growing nearby may have noticed an unusual abundance of 
nuts forming on some of them. My walnut tree (pictured above) is so 
heavily laden this year that I have to duck to walk underneath it. 
 

This is an ecological phenomenon called ‘masting’ which can occur  
every few years. The word originates from the old English ‘maest’ 
meaning ‘most’, which became the collective term for the fruit and nuts 
of trees and shrubs. So, a year of abundance is called a mast year. 
 

Nuts are full of essential minerals and 
nutrients for the many wild mammals 
and birds who feed upon them, which 
include deer, wild boar, badgers, foxes, 
squirrels, mice, jays, woodpeckers and 
nuthatches. One of the main 
hypotheses why masting occurs  is 
‘predator satiation’. A year of great 
abundance produces far more nuts 
than the animals can possibly eat, 
thereby ensuring a boom year for the 
germination of new trees. 
 
 

 

Photo: Getty Images 
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BARN SWALLOWS

The birds on the wire are Barn Swallows, and
there are nowmany of them swirling around
our house, which overlooks a field on Mill
Lane. Last autumn, this field andall the arable
fields at Mill Farm were seeded with a rich
mixture designed not only for visual impact
but for environmental benefit too. The blend
included phacelia (mentioned in
July’s Lurgashall News) along with around 15
other seed types, selected for their value to
soil biology, birds, and mammals.

Despite the serious lack of rain, the annual flowers have grown exceptionally
well. Among them are sunflowers, red clovers, cornflowers, and poppies,
creating a vibrant tapestry with bursts of red and yellow across the fields. The
scattered wildflowers and poppies are providing essential nectar and pollen
for bees, butterflies, and other pollinators.

But this transformation is
not only pleasing to the
eye. The mixture contains
seeds that support both
birds and small mammals,
establishing a food web
rich in insect life. Early in
the morning, you can hear
the glorious song of
skylarks – ground-nesting
birds that benefit from a
mix of short areas for
nesting and taller

vegetation for foodandcover.Therearealsocharmsofgoldfinches feastingon
seeds and insects, and the swoopingBarn Swallowsdarting after flies, beetles,
and other small prey.

Grassy areas have also been left to benefit butterflies and moths, further
boostingbiodiversity. Thestructuraldiversityacross these fields–withvarying
heights and plant forms – is creating habitat and shelter for countless
invertebrates, small mammals, and nesting birds.
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P A C T NEWS
Petworth Area Churches

Together -
working together in harmony

FOODBANK CALLS FOR HELP AS DONATIONS HIT 5 YEAR LOW

With donations at a five year low, the PACT Petworth Food bank is calling on
members of the public for help. Donations are always seasonal aswe alwayswill
get a lot more food through from Christmas to January and then as the weather
improves, we tend to get fewer donations.
Urgently needed items:
Shampooandconditioner,householdcleaning items,size5,6or7nappies, tinned
meat or vegetarianmeals, readymade sauces, tea and coffee, toothbrushes and
toothpaste, jam, honey, spreads etc., oil, flour and sugar, ketchup, mayonnaise
and condiments, deodorant, biscuits and treats.
Donation points are:-
Coop, Market Square, Petworth
Fittleworth Stores
Southdown Chiropractice, The Old Bakery Petworth
Most local Churches incl. Sacred Heart Church, Petworth.

Many thanks for what you are able to help us with.
Gerald Gresham Cooke
Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com

From a soil health perspective, the deep and varied root systems of this seed
mix are improving soil structure and aiding nutrient cycling. The result is a
remarkable shift from the previous intensivemonocultures of oilseed rape or
corn,which offered only a short flowering period and limited ecological value.
In their place is a landscape full of life, colour, and ecological vitality.

Bird counts and species diversity are thriving – a reassuring sign that this
approach is not only beautiful, but working.

Clare Bevan and Andrew Loughton

Mill Lane and Mill Farm

mailto:Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com
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Save the date:
Friday 26th September
Lurgashall Village Hall 10.30am

 
Summer’s here! 

Hire your BBQ or party equipment from the  
Village Hall! 

Did you know that Lurgashall Village Hall hires out its tables, chairs, 
crockery, cutlery, glassware and almost anything else (except the 
kitchen sink!) that you might need for your party, picnic or big 
family barbecue?   

Our rates are very reasonable indeed.  To find out more, please go 
to www.lurgashallvillagehall.org or contact the Booking Secretary 
on lvhmc.bookings@gmail.com. 
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THE AULD FOOL HAS SOME VISITORS DROP
IN...........

Whites Green is pretty isolated so this Virgin Hot Air
Balloon arriving early on a Friday evening caused much
barking by The Auld Fool's security patrol - Labradors Tess
and Molly - no passengers were eaten .........
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Est. 1985
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There is no talk in August

On Tuesday September 2nd Sarah Leyton will talk on
Everything you need to know about the Royal Ballet

in 60 minutes
Ballet must be the most accessible art form there is, but it has its baffling
side. Another line up of women in white? Does he really fall in love with a
swan? Set in the context of the Royal Ballet’s history and performing
tradition, the lecture covers all the striking features of ballet, from pas de
deux, to Royal Ballet specialities like fast feet and traditional mime.

Talks held at 2pm in Fittleworth Village Hall, RH20 1JB
Doors open 1.15. Coffee & tea afterwards

Visitors most welcome - £10
For further details contact Gilly Myers on 07805731663

or email westsussex@theartssociety.org
www.theartssocietywestsussex.org
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ADRIAN HOARE TREE SURGEON
07825 730687
www.aphtreecare.co.uk
info@aphtreecare.co.uk
Tree Surgery, Hedge Maintenance,
Site Clearance
Hampshire - Surrey - West Sussex

 Martin Taylor 
Quality Carpenter, Joiner and Cabinet Maker 

Mobile 07704-524252       
Email:- martin@martintaylordesign.co.uk  

 

Specialist in fully fitted and  
freestanding furniture.   

Full design service.  

 

Cupboards, Wardrobes,  
Radiator Covers, Book 

Shelves, Fitted Kitchens, 
Home offices. 

www.martintaylordesign.co.uk 

 Martin Taylor 
Quality Carpenter, Joiner and Cabinet Maker 

Mobile 07704-524252       
Email:- martin@martintaylordesign.co.uk  

 

Specialist in fully fitted and  
freestanding furniture.   

Full design service.  

 

Cupboards, Wardrobes,  
Radiator Covers, Book 

Shelves, Fitted Kitchens, 
Home offices. 

www.martintaylordesign.co.uk 

Local Electrician - Matt Wheatley
Part P Approved & fully insured

All types of Electrical work carried out
for prompt & friendly service please call

07976 465 974
email: mattwheatley1971@btinternet.com
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A boutique event caterer with a desire 
to bring people together through local, 

seasonal and exceptional food. 
 

Based in Lurgashall  

Are you planning a celebration?  

A birthday, wedding, anniversary, family gathering or just 
a Saturday with friends?  

Get in touch to discuss your plans and to find out how we 
can make your event truly memorable. 

 T: 07469 877956                E: hello@copperandivy.co.uk             W: www.copperandivy.co.uk  

Private GP

Full range of adult and child general practice

Non-members welcome Emphasis on face-to-face care, at home or in clinic 

Appointments usually within 24 hoursCare alongside your NHS GP registration

Full range of investigations, referrals, prescriptions 

WEB
EMAIL

PHONE
ADDRESS

WWW.LISLEMEDICAL.COM
CONTACT@LISLEMEDICAL.COM
01730 202345
HARROW HOUSE, 23 WEST ST, HASLEMERE
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Clare Kingswell S.A.C. Dip.

Dog home boarding, (no kennels).
We love and care for your four legged
family when you can't. Day or holiday
cover.
Whatever you need give me a call

07586783522 or at
kingswellspetparadise@hotmail.co.uk
www.kingswellspetparadise.co.uk

Fully insured (with Protectivity Insurance)
and licenced (with Chichester District
Council Licence Holder: Clare Kingswell
Licence No:23/00997/HBD_06.

Kingswell's Pet Paradise

A boutique event caterer with a desire 
to bring people together through local, 

seasonal and exceptional food. 
 

Based in Lurgashall  

Are you planning a celebration?  

A birthday, wedding, anniversary, family gathering or just 
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 T: 07469 877956                E: hello@copperandivy.co.uk             W: www.copperandivy.co.uk  

Private GP

Full range of adult and child general practice

Non-members welcome Emphasis on face-to-face care, at home or in clinic 

Appointments usually within 24 hoursCare alongside your NHS GP registration

Full range of investigations, referrals, prescriptions 

WEB
EMAIL

PHONE
ADDRESS

WWW.LISLEMEDICAL.COM
CONTACT@LISLEMEDICAL.COM
01730 202345
HARROW HOUSE, 23 WEST ST, HASLEMERE
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HASLEMERE LOG MAN 
Tel:  01428 641739  

Email: info@haslemerelogman.co.uk 
 

FIREWOOD – SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE 
 

Seasoned hardwood logs for both open fires 
and log burners 

Available in netted bags, bulk bags, or larger 
loose loads. Logs may be cut to size on 

request. Our standard log sizes are 
approximately 9-10”, 11-12” 

also 
Kindling in netted bags 

 

Free delivery 10-mile radius for all orders 
over £45.   

Please visit our website for more info 
www.haslemerelogman.co.uk  
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I am an independent 
Sussex craftswoman, 

open to bespoke 
commissions

My creations are stocked 
at Maker’s Barn in 
Petworth, and my 

bird feeders at 
Burntwood Kennels

near Plaistow

sweetbriarforge.co.uk
sweet.briar.forge@gmail.com

sweet.briar.forgeSWEET BRIAR FORGE
Hand-Made Metalwork and Forged 

Creations for Garden and Home
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Charming country B&B available in
lovely Lurgashall – close to pub, shop and village green.

Please contact Claire on

07768 852202 for more details.

Chainsaw Artist &
Tree Surgery

By Nathan Blatherwick 

07842514832

@nathanbwick

nathanblatherwick
@hotmail.co.uk

Over 30 years in arboriculture &
artworks in landscape design.  
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VOLVO, BMW, MINI, VW, AUDI, SEAT & SKODA SPECIALISTS

SERVICE  •  REPAIRS • MOT’S
Tel 01428 656536  |  Email info@rtmechanics.co.uk 

Web www.rtmechanics.co.uk
We are an independent Volvo, BMW, Mini, VW, Audi, SEAT and Skoda 

servicing and repair specialist. Other makes are welcome.

St Christopher’s Green, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 1DG 
01428 656536

Sturt Road, Haslemere, Surrey, GU27 3RX
01428 648648

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY SERVICE 
AVAILABLE FROM MOST AREAS 

C A L L  0 1 4 2 8  6 5 6 5 3 6  O R  V I S I T   WWW.RTMECHANICS.CO.UK
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USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS

Fete 07831 631457 lurgashallfete@gmail.com

Newsletter 07768 056733 liz@stedall.com

Newsletter deliveries 01428 707294 a.martinjenkins@btinternet.com

Oil syndicate Colin Robertson lurgashall.oil@gmail.com

Priest in Charge

Shop 01428 707277 lurgashallvillageshop@gmail.com

Village Hall booking lvhmc.bookings@gmail.com

Village lunch 07810634063 sally.stainton@googlemail.com.

Village tea 01428 707522 Rose Dillon-Thiselton

Police non-emergency 101

Southern Electric emergency 08000 72 72 82

Southern Electric Power Cut 105

Southern Water emergency 0800 820 999

Church www.achurchnearyou.com/stlaurence-lurgashall

Parish Council www.lurgashall.org

Village Hall www.lurgashallvillagehall.org

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER
Please send new contributions or advertisements by the 18th of each month by
email to liz@stedall.com. 07768 056733 or deliver to Lower Hanger, Dial Green,
GU28 9HA. Lower Hanger is first on the left up the bridleway just north of Dial
Green.

Details of costs and sizes are on page 32

mailto:sally.stainton@googlemail.com

